
“A YEAR and a DAY” 
 

Allied bomber crews in World War II may have fought their battles thousands of 

feet in the air, but the German territory below them presented its own dangers. If 

shot down, these brave men could only rely upon their own skills and willpower as 

they tried to evade capture or escape German imprisonment.  Avoiding capture 

once they landed in Germany was near impossible, and devising a successful 

escape plan was even more unlikely.  Only the most daring and resourceful men 

would succeed. 

 

Staff Sergeant Lee “Shorty” Gordon is blasting away from his gunnery position in 

a crippled B-17 flying fortress when a shell tears into the ball turret.  The blast rips 

into the inch and a half-thick glass ball and hits the sighting station gearbox.  The 

box slams into Shorty and slices his forehead. 

 

Several mortar shells explode, shredding the skin of the plane.  The order is given 

– “Bail out.”  Shorty slams the handles to the door and backflips out of the ball 

turret.  The wind grabs him and tosses him away from the plane. 

 

In his free fall, at twenty-six thousand feet and sixty degrees below zero, Shorty 

pulls his ripcord.  The parachute deploys with a tremendous jolt.  The shock yanks 

off his flying boots, electric shoes and one glove.  Flak is bursting around him as 

he beats his hands and feet together to try to keep warm.   

 

A German fighter makes a sweeping turn and begins barreling toward Shorty.  The 

plane unexpectedly tips up on one wing.  Shorty watches in terror as the plane flies 

close enough for him to see the German pilot smile and wave, leaving Shorty to 

contemplate his unavoidable capture. 

 

Shorty was a man of indomitable courage who refused to accept imprisonment. 

With amazing fortitude and bravery, he executed a series of escape attempts from 

German prison camps that demonstrated the true meaning of heroism and valor. 

 

Against all odds, and with the help of several German soldiers and spies, Shorty 

eluded death at the hands of the Nazi’s as they ravaged most of Europe and 

escaped back to England exactly one year and a day after his initial capture.  His 

goal of informing American Intelligence of the atrocities that were taking place 

behind enemy lines came to fruition.    

 

Lee “Shorty” Gordon was the first American airman to escape a Nazi prisoner of 

war camp and make it back to England.  “A Year and a Day” is an unforgettable 

story that depicts the ultimate triumph of the human spirit. 

 


